
 

 
Modesto Art Museum Receives $100,000 Grant from ArtPlace America 

 

The grant will fund Building a Better Modesto, Modesto Art Museum’s response to the city's 

ranking as least livable or most miserable in the country.  Building a Better Modesto is a 

program using public art, architecture, landscape, and urban design to acknowledge the city’s 

unique assets, change the perception of downtown Modesto and generate action toward a 

more livable city. 

 

Modesto, CA – May 20, 2013 – ArtPlace America announces today the award of a $101,600 
grant to Modesto Art Museum for Building a Better Modesto.  Building a Better Modesto was 
chosen from over 1,200 applications as an exceptional example of creative placemaking. 
 
ArtPlace America is a collaboration of leading national and regional foundations, banks and 
federal agencies committed to accelerating creative placemaking – putting art at the heart 
of a portfolio of strategies designed to revitalize communities. This is ArtPlace America’s 
third cycle of grant awards. With this round of grants, in total, ArtPlace America has 
awarded a total of $42.1 million in 134 grants to 124 projects in 79 communities across the 
U.S. (and a statewide project in the state of Connecticut). 
 
As a facilitator of and catalyst for creativity in the community, Modesto Art Museum has no 
permanent location and uses the city as its “collection”.  In response to the city’s ranking as 
least livable or most miserable in the country, the Museum launched Building a Better 

Modesto, a program using public art, architecture, landscape, and urban design to 
acknowledge the city’s unique assets, chance the perception of downtown and generate 
action toward a more livable city.  
 
As part of this grant funding and Building a Better Modesto, the Modesto Art Museum will 
co-host the 6th Annual Modesto International Architecture Festival in partnership with the 
American Institute of Architects – Sierra Valley as well as host a year round schedule of free 
enjoyable educational events, talks, tours, movies, workshops and exhibits.  The Museum 
also plans to commission public art for downtown that engages the community, create self-
guided art and architecture tours of downtown that make use of photos and videos on 
mobile devices, and work with other community groups to brand and promote the 
downtown as Modesto’s desirable design district.   
 
Bob Barzan, Executive Director of the Modesto Art Museum, stated, “We are thrilled to 
receive this funding.  With this grant, the Modesto Art Museum will do a lot for the city, not 
just in the visual arts and architecture but also in promoting Modesto as a desirable tourist 
destination and place to live.”  Modesto Art Museum’s Board President, Barrett Lipomi said, 
“This is an amazing opportunity for the museum to have a lasting impact in our 
community!  The support from ArtPlace will allow us to expand our programing and take a 
huge step forward towards building a better Modesto.” 

  



 

“ArtPlace America recognizes the central role arts and cultural activities can have in the 
revitalization of American cities.” Said Rip Rapson, chair of ArtPlace America’s Presidents’ 
Council. “With this grant award ArtPlace America is directing individual project support to 
scores of creative, high-impact projects throughout the country.”  
 
“ArtPlace America is also continuing to break new ground in drawing together some of the 
nation's leading foundations to think -- in a concerted way -- about how these kind of 
projects can become more widespread.” Continued Rapson. 
 
The 54 organizations that received grants were selected from over 1200 applications. 
Inquiries came from all 50 states as well as the District of Columbia. Grant amounts range 
from $750,000 to $33,000 with an average grant size of just over $280,000.   
 
The complete list of 2013/2014 ArtPlace America awards can be found at 
www.artplaceamerica.org  
 
About ArtPlace America 

ArtPlace America provides grants and loans, supports research, and conducts outreach and 
advocacy. To date, ArtPlace America has awarded 134 grants totaling $42.1 million to 124 
organizations in 79 U.S. communities (and a statewide project in the state of Connecticut). 

Foundations participating in ArtPlace America include Bloomberg Philanthropies, The Ford 
Foundation, The James Irvine Foundation, The John S. and James L. Knight Foundation, The 
Kresge Foundation, The McKnight Foundation, The Andrew W. Mellon Foundation, The 
William Penn Foundation, The Rockefeller Foundation, Rasmuson Foundation, The Surdna 
Foundation, and two anonymous donors.   

ArtPlace America also seeks advice and counsel from close working relationships with 
various federal agencies, including the National Endowment for the Arts, the departments 
of Housing and Urban Development, Health and Human Services, Agriculture, Education, 
and Transportation, along with leadership from the White House Office of Management and 
Budget and the Domestic Policy Council. 

ArtPlace America is also supported by a $12 million loan fund capitalized by six major 
financial institutions and managed by the Nonprofit Finance Fund. Participating 
institutions are Bank of America, Citi, Deutsche Bank, Chase, MetLife, and Morgan Stanley. 

About Modesto Art Museum 

The mission of the Modesto Art Museum is to provide quality visual arts experiences and to 
help people develop their aesthetic understanding so they can enjoy and find meaning in 
the visual arts. 

To do this the Museum hosts a variety of enjoyable and stimulating events and activities 
that present visual arts to the people of Modesto.  These include exhibitions, performances, 
reading, tours and movies in every possible setting including galleries, public and private 
institutions, businesses, theatres, gardens, parks, streets, schools, churches, libraries, 



 

homes, online and in traveling exhibits.  As much as possible we do this with a wide variety 
of community partners and provide the experience free or at low cost. 

In order to help people develop their aesthetic understanding so they can enjoy and find 
meaning in the visual arts the Museum provides workshops, demonstrations, classes, 
lectures, publications, reading and symposia.  We teach people how to experience the 
visual arts.  This includes the ability to analyze, to critique, to comprehend, to enjoy, to gain 
insight, to inspire creativity and to draw meaning from works of art.  As part of this 
process, the Museum breaks down the usual distinctions between artists, curators, and 
viewers inviting everyone to invest in create interaction and dialogue. 


